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EXPANDED TRAINING OPTIONS COMING TO THE PILOT PROFICIENCY CENTER AT 

AIRVENTURE 
 

EAA and Redbird have joined forces to offer sessions tailored to every experience level and schedule. 

 

Oshkosh, WI (July 20, 2025) – Each July, the aviation world descends on Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for the 

Experimental Aircraft Association’s (EAA) annual fly-in convention, AirVenture. Last year alone, more than 10,000 

aircraft arrived at Wittman Regional Airport, and approximately 686,000 people representing nearly 100 countries 

attended the event. In partnership with EAA, Redbird Flight (Redbird) is expanding training options at the Pilot 

Proficiency Center (PPC) this year to accommodate the diverse interests, experience levels, and schedules of 

the growing group of pilots attending the show. 

“Since 2010, the PPC—and the expert instructors who work there each year—have helped thousands of pilots 

enhance their skills and increase the safety of their operations,” said Redbird COO Josh Harnagel. “Over that 

period, the number of attendees at AirVenture has grown by roughly 30 percent, and EAA has introduced many 

new and exciting attractions at the show. With that in mind, our goal with the PPC programming this year is to 

provide training options that have varied time requirements and that suit a wider variety of experience levels and 

interests, offering even more pilots opportunities to take the next step in their flying.” 

The training catalog at the PPC this year includes full-day VFR and IFR refresher courses, ad-hoc flight simulator 

sessions, dedicated presentations and simulator sessions on backcountry flying, a Rusty Pilots course powered 

by AOPA, and a Right Seat Ready course for spouses of pilots.  

“The structure and objectives of each session differ by design,” added Harnagel. “For pilots who have a full day 

available, the refresher courses consist of three hours of ground instruction and three hours of simulator work, 

offering a more comprehensive approach to improving their VFR or IFR flying that satisfies the requirements for a 

full phase of the WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program and, subsequently, a flight review. However, pilots who are 

more pressed for time still have the opportunity to sit down at a flight simulator for 45 minutes and work with a 

world-class flight instructor to improve a specific area of their flying before they need to move on to their next 

commitment.”  

The PPC is offering training Monday, July 21, through Saturday, July 26, in the EAA Education Center, which 

features 12 Redbird LD Advanced Aviation Training Devices, a Redbird Xwind crosswind trainer, and dedicated 

briefing and presentation spaces. Each session in the PPC is free to attend, but the requirements and 

registration processes vary. To view the schedule and get more information on each session, please visit 

https://www.redbirdflight.com/events/ppc25. 

The PPC is sponsored by Bose Aviation, Jeppesen, the National Air Traffic Controllers Association, Redbird 

Flight, and SiriusXM Aviation and supported by PilotEdge, Community Aviation, Mindstar Aviation, the National 

Association of Flight Instructors, and the Society of Aviation and Flight Educators.  

### 

About Redbird Flight 

Redbird Flight of Austin, Texas, was established in 2006 with the specific purpose of making aviation more accessible by 

using modern technology and careful engineering. Since its inception, Redbird has delivered innovative, reliable, and high-

quality training devices to flight schools, colleges, universities, K-12 schools, and individual pilots around the world. With 

more than 4,000 devices in service worldwide, Redbird has quickly become the fastest growing and most innovative 

simulator provider in the industry. For more information, please visit www.redbirdflight.com. 
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